


FROM MILESTONES TO FUTURE SUCCESS: THE BOARD'S
COMMITMENT TO THE AQUARIUM'S LASTING IMPACT

It has been my honor to serve on the
Tennessee Aquarium’s Board of Trustees for
nearly 8 years. My tenure as a board member
began just prior to the Aquarium’s 25th
anniversary in 2017. | was quickly caught up
in the excitement of the new Lemur Forest
gallery, and the reminders of how much
Chattanooga has grown and prospered
since the Aquarium opened in 1992.

I've been privileged to be a part of many

of the Aquarium’s significant milestones.
The Aquarium has expanded conservation
and education efforts, been recognized as
the number one aquarium for overall guest
experience, and improved IMAX® to create
a truly premium cinematic experience.

| am especially proud of the teamwork that
helped the Aquarium move past the pandemic
and emerge on solid financial ground. This
was largely due to a long history of wise
financial planning and stewardship-estab-
lished by previous board actions and the
leadership of the Aquarium’s senior team.

As board chair for the past two years, | wanted
to ensure the Aquarium’s future would
continue to be as impactful for the region.

| am pleased to report that the Aquarium is
poised for future successes as Scott Pierce
steps into the role of board chair.

Val's dedication to the Aquarium has been
invaluable, especially with respect to naming
a new President and CEO. Following Keith's
retirement announcement last summer, Val
has led the executive search committee to
select the next individual who will guide the
Aquarium info an exciting future with our

community leaders, state tourism officials,
and conservation partners. Setting our new
leader up for success is my highest priority
as the incoming board chair.

| am also challenging the Board of Trustees
to turn our attention back to the strategic
planning process. Work had begun on some
ambitious goals, and | look forward to
restarting this process with our new CEO.

We learned a lot of lessons during the
global pandemic, but I'd like to prioritize the
development of a new business continuity
and disaster recovery plan. Preparation is
one of the bedrocks of any business or
organization and we'll craft a plan that
ensures readiness.

Finally, I'd like the board to prioritize
enhancing the work of the Tennessee
Aquarium Conservation Institute and
recruiting new board members for 2026
using the same successful cohort model
that we developed at the end of 2024.

I'm excited for the new opportunities that our
next President and CEO will create and for
the privilege to carry on Val's fine work as |
begin my service as the incoming board chair.

Scott Pierce & Valoria Armstrong

CONSERVATION

WE'RE LEADERS IN FRESHWATER SCIENCE IN THE SOUTHEAST.

Whether we're preventing the extinction of a critically endangered
minnow, teaming up with farmers to protect streams, or lending
our expertise to long-term efforts to bolster native species, we are
the stewards of the Southeast’s incredible biological abundance
and the voice of freshwater conservation in our region.

Alongside our academic, nonprofit, and governmental partners,
we stand ready to ensure future generations inherit this
unparalleled natural heritage.




At the beginning of the year, we started
field work for a multi-year project to study
the federally threatened Trispot Darter. By
sampling for this beautiful, elusive fish in the
Coosa River drainage of Southeast Tennessee,
North Georgia and Northeast Alabama, our
biologists hope to learn more about where
this species lives and breeds and how best
to implement measures to preserve and
improve its preferred habitat.

In October, dozens of elementary school
students from Brown Academy joined
scientists from the Tennessee Aquarium
Conservation Institute (TNACI) to release 500
juvenile Lake Sturgeon into the Tennessee
River in downtown Chattanooga. This
24-year-old restoration effort, which we
co-founded, has seen more than 425,000 of
this state-endangered species reintroduced
to the Tennessee and Cumberland

River watersheds.

2 TNAQ ANNUAL REPORT 2024

Earlier in the spring, our scientists traveled
1,700 miles round trip to Shawano, Wisconsin.
There, under the eyes of an excited crowd
of local spectators, they assisted the U.S.
Fish and Wildlife Service and Wisconsin
Department of Natural Resources in
spawning wild sturgeon in the Wolf River.
This experience offered new insights into
the earliest stages of Lake Sturgeon prop-
agation and highlighted the importance of
community support and engagement in
long-term conservation efforts.

The Conservation Institute’s work to

restore the Southern Appalachian Brook
Trout entered new territory this year. In

May, TNACI biologists traveled to a pristine
mountain stream less than a mile from the
North Carolina border to release 80 juvenile
Brookies. This was TNACI's first reintroduction
into the Nolichucky River watershed, a
significant milestone for our 12th year of
involvement in the effort to restore Tennessee’s
only native trout species to its historic range.

In the fall, about 30 endangered Barrens
Topminnows raised at the Aquarium were
scheduled for release in the Elk River watershed.
However, due to a persistent regional
drought, flow at the release site had nearly
ceased. This led to diminished water quality,
the possibility of dangerous temperature
fluctuations, and an increased risk of
predation for any introduced fish. We
indefinitely delayed the release, a

decision that could become a more
common occurrence as the effects

of climate change continue to impact

the Southeast.

In 2024, TNACI assisted the Natural
Resources Conservation Service in vetting
and distributing funding through Ridges to
Rivers, a $10 million Regional Conservation
Partnership Program (RCPP) targeting
landowners in regions of six Southeast
Tennessee counties. This year, 14 contracts
were awarded, totaling more than

$986,000. Through Ridges to Rivers,

we helped direct an average of more than
$70,000 toward projects that will benefit
properties and improve the health of
nearby waterways without financially
burdening landowners.

To make farmers aware of the incredible
economic resources available through Ridges
to Rivers, TNACI representatives attended
events ranging from agricultural workshops
and kayaking tours to baseball games and
festivals. Through this outreach campaign,
we engaged with more than 40,000 community
members. Our audience included more

than 50 landowners who expressed interest
in receiving assistance for projects that will
benefit their bottom line while also protecting
imperiled aquatic species like the critically
endangered Laurel Dace.

TNAQ ANNUAL REPORT 2024 3



A TIMELY RESCUE

In the middle of the summer swelter, Southeast
Tennessee wilted under the effects of a
prolonged drought which saw water levels in
streams in and around Chattanooga drop to
dangerously low levels. The impacted
waterways included the last two streams
atop Walden Ridge north of Chattanooga
that are known to host the critically
endangered Laurel Dace.

Scientists consider this beautiful minnow

to be among the 10 most-imperiled fish
species in North America. It was once
found in eight streams atop Walden Ridge.
In the last decade, however, the Laurel Dace
has continuously declined due to

competition with invasive predators, worsening
water quality caused by to siltation and
agricultural runoff, and, most recently, an
influx of parasitic trematodes.

As the drought continued, the Laurel Dace’s
last bastion steadily dried up, adding a host of
additional stressors to this already-embattled
fish. When freshwater scientists at the
Tennessee Aquarium Conservation Institute
became aware of the dire conditions on
Walden Ridge, it was clear that the Laurel
Dace faced the very real threat of going
extinct without intervention.

In July, a team of scientists from TNACI
launched a rescue operation to save any
Laurel Dace that could be recovered from
the wild. They were joined by animal care
specialists from the Aquarium, representatives
from the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, and
a group of students from the University of
Georgia. Through that operation and two
additional collection events later in the
summer, about 300 Laurel Dace — most

of those left on Earth — were safely moved
into human care at three facilities, with the
majority now residing at TNACI's freshwater
science headquarters.

The relocated fish thrived in our care, but
the hard work of restoring the species is only
just beginning. In 2024, TNACI scientists
were already evaluating candidate streams
as potential sites for Laurel Dace reintroduction.
Looking ahead, Conservation Institute
biologists will devote their time and energy

to studying the parasite afflicting the Laurel
Dace’s streams and conducting genetic
research with an eye fo establishing an ark
population as a safeguard against the
species’ extinction in the wild.




OUTREACH

WE STRIVE TO BRING EVERYONE CLOSER TO NATURE.

When the doors of the Aquarium opened in May 1992, it was the
realization of Chattanooga’s ambitious dream to forge a better
future for itself. For 32 years, we have watched our community
thrive and have worked tirelessly to be an invaluable resource to
our neighbors for generations.

By eliminating as many barriers as possible to visiting the
Aquarium and utilizing our expertise beyond our campus, we aim to
ensure that the broadest possible audience feels more connected to
the natural world and it’s inhabitants.
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The Tennessee Aquarium is one of more
than a dozen organizations and attractions
partnering in the Chattanooga Public
Library’s Family Pass program. Provided on a
first-come, first-served basis, the pass offers
free Aquarium admission for two adults and
up to five children, opening the door to fun,
educational experiences that might otherwise
strain a family’s financial resources.

Late in 2024, the Aquarium became one

of just 15 Tennessee organizations to join
Museums for All, a national access program
encouraging people of all backgrounds to
visit museums regularly, regardless of
financial means. As a participating organization,
we now offer reduced admission and
discounted IMAX film tickets to families
receiving femporary assistance benefits
through any state’s Supplemental Nutrition
Assistance Program (SNAP).

Beginning in February, viewers had the rare
opportunity to see the largest animal ever to
have lived on one of the few screens large
enough to contain it when Blue Whales 3D
came to the IMAX® 3D Theater. Thanks to
Spanish-language screenings of the film
presented each weekend in June, an even
wider audience was able to learn more
about this living leviathan.

Our fifth class of Jim Hill fellows made
important contributions at the Aquarium and
the Conservation Institute in 2024. This paid
internship aims to open more avenues into
conservation science careers for historically
underrepresented populations. The program
was named for our second president and
CEO — the first person of color to lead an
American zoo or aquarium. This year, eight

fellows from three states gained valuable
hands-on experience working alongside
biologists, operations specialists, aquarists,
husbandry experts, and educators.

We partnered with the Tennessee Department
of Environment and Conservation (TDEC)

in 2024 to raise awareness of how household
hazardous waste harms waterways. Through
social posts and on-site activations, Tennes-
seans were made aware of permanent disposal
facilities and mobile collection events where
they can drop off substances like used motor
oil, cleaning supplies, pesticides, and paint
before they pose a risk to water quality and
aquatic life.

In 2024, we continued our partnership with
the Tennessee Department of Transportation’s
Pollinator Habitat Program to tout the many
benefits of native pollinators. Guests visiting
in June during Pollinator Week learned more
about how animals like bees, butterflies,

and even bats benefit plants through daily
educational programs, games, and other
activities on our plaza.

In June and November, guests from all over
the Southeast and even further afield were
offered free native flora through a pair of
plant giveaways. These outreach events
saw more than 950 pollinator-friendly plant
plugs bound for gardens as far away as
Sacramento, Seattle, Detroit, and Dallas.
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EDUCATION

WE'RE DEVOTED TO IMPROVING NATURAL LITERACY.

In addition to serving as a showcase of beautiful wildlife to hundreds
of thousands of visitors each year, we've always recognized that
our galleries and programming can help guests gain deeper insights
into the world around them. Whether it’s serving as a resource to
teachers or as a host to an inspirationally memorable slumber
party, we value every opportunity to champion the wonders of
nature to the public.

The Aquarium’s popular summer camps
hosted more than 500 kids in 2024. In
addition to the usual selection of general
interest and specialty offerings for campers
ages five and older, this year’s schedule
included new Tiny Tides camps specifically
tailored to preschoolers. To make these fun
weeklong programs more accessible, we
awarded more than $9,000 in scholarships

to 29 campers in need of financial assistance.

Our education staff put a lot of miles on
our fleet of outreach vehicles in 2024. Our
off-campus programs reached an audience
of more than 11,500 people in Tennessee,
Georgia, Alabama, Kentucky, and Ohio.
These efforts included free programs
presented to over 1,400 students at 27
Title One schools.

At home, our educators were just as impactful.

Through our impromptu cart programs,
guided tours, animal encounters, gallery
interpretation, and the return of popular
Diver Chat presentations, we engaged in
meaningful conversations with more than
104,000 guests.

The natural world never sleeps, and neither
did our educators. In 2024, we reached
more than 2,200 guests after our doors

closed, whether they were snuggling up
for one of more than 50 Sleep in the Deep
overnight stays or sipping and socializing
during Night Life, a popular new evening
event for adults.

After a five-year hiatus brought on by the
pandemic, our summertime River Teachers
workshops returned in 2024, attracting 17
instructors from as far away as West Virginia.
The multi-day schedule of activities included
field excursions to practice sampling and
analytical techniques in local waterways, as
well as collaborating to devise ways to
incorporate freshwater science into
teachers’ curricula.

In March, we premiered the Photo Ark, a
temporary installation of 24 larger-than-life
animal portraits by National Geographic
photographer Joel Sartore. The Ark is
Sartore’s 18-year quest to inspire an
appreciation for and desire to protect Earth’s
biodiversity by photographing every species
in human care worldwide. To celebrate the
launch, Sartore and his son, Cole, visited the
Aquarium, making time to photograph a few
additional species before speaking to guests
at an evening event.
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ANIMAL CARE

WE PLACE ANIMAL WELL-BEING FIRST.

Our River Journey and Ocean Journey buildings are home to an
incredible living collection of more than 13,000 animals representing
more than 720 species. From pregnant pipefish to rescued sea
turtles, the responsibility for their health and well-being is always
foremost on the minds of our dedicated animal care specialists.

Whether we're raising new generations of critically endangered
species or achieving unprecedented success in replicating wild
habitats, the Aquarium has a well-deserved reputation for
upholding the highest standard in animal care.

The construction of a nest by a River Chub
triggered a springtime community spawning
event in our large stream exhibit in the
Ridges to Rivers gallery, echoing species
interactions that occur naturally in Southern
Appalachian streams. This was the ultimate
fulfillment of our goal to create true-to-wild
habitats and reports of this event were
received with excitement by scientists and
experts at other zoos and aquariums. Thanks
to funding from an Institute of Museum and
Library Sciences grant, it also vindicated
months of prototyping and troubleshooting
to fine-tune the exhibit.

In March, we celebrated hatching seven
critically endangered Arakan Forest Turtles.
This set a record for the number of individuals
to hatch from a single clutch at an institution
accredited by the Association of Zoos and
Aquariums. The Aquarium is one of only six
facilities nationwide caring for this species,
whose wild populations have declined by
80% in the last 75 years.

Thanks to a donation from a long-time
Aquarium volunteer, we were able to construct
an outdoor habitat at our Animal Care Facility
in which our beloved Green Sea Turtle
rescue, Oscar, can swim and reap the many
physiological benefits of basking. For more
than four years, Oscar has lived at this off-site
facility, where he receives focused care and
accommodations to treat complications
stemming from a boat strike he experienced
early in life.

Our horticulture team is an essential partner
in our constant effort to enrich our animals’
lives. In addition to continuing to harvest
organically grown veggies and fruits in-house,
they delivered trays of home-grown turf to
serve as textural and nutritious stimulation
for animals like Radiated Tortoises,

North American River Otters, and
Ring-tailed Lemurs.

After the loss of our female Red-collared
Brown Lemur, Jessie, in early 2024, her mate,
John, was no longer being groomed, a vital
social interaction for lemurs. To ensure his
needs were being met, our lemur care feam
began a new training program to act as
“substitute lemurs”, using brushes to simulate
grooming behavior. Their dedicated efforts
successfully buoyed John's spirits until he
integrated into a social group with

our other lemurs.

Just in time for October, we introduced a
novel exhibit to our Rivers of the World
galley showcasing the unusual ability of
“superworms” (Darkling Beetle larvae) to
consume and digest various plastic materials.
Guests could see this behavior acted out

— and learn about the risks posed by plastic
waste — as hundreds of superworms in the
exhibit steadily ate holes through a model of
the Aquarium carved from polystyrene foam.

In June, we were thrilled by the successful
hatching of a Macaroni Penguin chick in
the Penguins’ Rock gallery. This was the
first new addition to our colony since 2021
and our first Macaroni chick since 2019. A
bidder won the right to name this adorable
newcomer, Lyda Sue, in honor of a beloved
family member through an auction item in
our fall fundraiser.
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IMAX.

WE'RE A MUST-VISIT THEATER FOR CINEPHILES.

With Chattanooga’s largest screen and one of the Southeast’s
only IMAX® with Laser audio-visual suites, the IMAX® 3D Theater
has become a destination facility for giant-screen cinema fans.

This reputation has been established thanks to by a steady stream
of first-run feature films to complement our selection of compelling,
shorter-form documentaries. Whatever the content being shown,
our six-story behemoth acts as a window to distant times and exotic
settings, offering the kind of cinematic experience few facilities
can hope to match.

12 TNAQ ANNUAL REPORT 2024

More than 142,000 people attended IMAX®
films in 2024. Their choice of films was
more diverse than ever with 35 feature films
on the schedule, a 22% increase over the
number shown in 2023.

For the fourth time since 2010, the Tennessee
Aquarium IMAX® 3D Theater hosted the
Giant Screen Cinema Association’s annual
conference in September. This year’s gathering
attracted about 200 filmmakers, producers,
exhibitors, and other industry professionals
from around the world to our theater. For
three days, they showcased upcoming projects
and celebrated the latest releases by the
world’s most talented large-format studios.

IMAX® fans in 2024 were abuzz with
excitement at the chance to re-experience
films at our theater. Our three highest-grossing
offerings in 2024 made second (or more)
appearances on our screen, including repeat
runs of both Dune films, a 10th-anniversary

re-screening of Interstellar, and our 20th
holiday season of showing The
Polar Express 3D.

We didn't just screen films. Fans responded
positively to several unique, IMAX®-only
viewing opportunities, including a pre-screening
Q& A with the Twisters cast, a live stream of
the 2024 Olympics opening ceremonies,
and a Filmed For IMAX® stage production
of Swan Lake by the Opéra national de Paris.

To support the launch of our documentary
films, we hosted guest speakers and
premiere events, including presentations by
weather-climate expert Dr. Marshall Shepherd
(The Arctic: Our Frozen Planet 3D) and
marine biologist Dr. Diane Gendron (Blue
Whales: Return of the Giants 3D). We also
threw a dinosaur-themed celebration in
partnership with the Creative Discovery
Museum (T. REX 3D).



REINVESTMENT

WE UNDERSTAND THE IMPORTANCE OF SELF-IMPROVEMENT

Throughout our history, we have continually committed resources
toward maintaining and upgrading our infrastructure. These
financial investments ensured that the Aquarium experience of our
28 millionth visitor in 2024 was even more safe, comfortable, and
awe-inspiring than that of our first guests 32 years ago.

In the summer, our facilities team installed

a new boiler in the River Journey building,
funded, in part, by a $75,000 GoodUse
grant through the Southface Institute.

This installation replaced a vital piece of
equipment that has been in use since the
Aquarium opened in 1992. The original boiler’s
longevity is a testament to the skill and
dedication of the facilities team. However,
the new model's more energy-efficient design
will temper operational costs for years to come.

To better accommodate larger groups

of guests lining up to see our growing
number of feature films, we invested in a
complete overhaul of the IMAX® 3D Theater’s

concessions area. Guests responded well to
the new self-serve, a la carte model, and for
the first time, the theater’s annual concession
sales exceeded $500,000.

In November, we launched an updated
ticketing and customer relationship
management (CRM) system. These modernized
platforms offer guests and members a more
streamlined experience with greater control
over scheduling their Aquarium visit. The
new system also features back-end controls
that allow our staff to more easily and effi-
ciently address ticketing issues in response
to users’ needs and requests.




DRIVING SUCCESS

TENNESSEE AQUARIUM
USES OF OPERATING
FUNDS 2024
Fugdraising
TENNESSEE AQUARIUM 3%
SOURCES OF OPERATING GussrErpernc
FUNDS 2024 °
; Marketing
Contributed Support o
50/0 12 /0
Other
6%
Membersgip Administrative
7 23%
Guest
Experiences

14%

Educational Programming,
Facilities and Animal Care

56%

TOTAL USES
$29,701,817

Admissions

66%

TOTAL USES
$31,293,542

The Tennessee Aquarium has been recognized
as an exemplary nonprofit organization by
two leading independent nonprofit evaluators,
Candid and Charity Navigator.

Complete audited financial statements are available at tnaqua.org/about-us/financials-and-annual-report.
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2024 Board
of Trustees

Valoria Armstrong, Chair
Scott Pierce, Vice Chair

Dr. Catherine Colby, Secretary
Patrick Stowe, Treasurer

Cameron Doody
Wade Hinton
Candy C. Johnson
Daphne Kirksey
Harrison Lewis

Stacy Lightfoot
Matt Rasmussen
Shalin Tejani
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The Tennessee Aquarium recognizes donors
who make a planned gift by welcoming them
into the Watershed Society, which ensures the
Aquarium’s success for future generations.

Anonymous (4)

Charles Arant

Paul & Susu Brock

Daniel & Janet Burnside
Stephanie Chance

Dr. Skylar Davidson

Caroline & Charlotte Denton Fund for Penguins
Gene Dwyer

Gerald Grekowicz & Mary Clor
Elizabeth & Chris Hammitt
Boyd & Nancy Patterson
Katherine Paty Trust

Judy Powell

Helen Pregulman

Todd Stailey

Katherine Standefer

Keith & Julia Sanford

Cindy & Terry Todd

Randall & Ellen Webster
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Capital and Endowment Support

Thank you to the following donors who made gifts
to the Tennessee Aquarium in 2024.

Charles Arant
First Horizon Foundation
Daniel Hurst

State of Tennessee
Deborah Williams

In recognition of Keith Sanford’s retirement from the Tennessee
Aquarium at the close of 2024, the following supporters made gifts
in his honor. At Keith’s request, these generous gifts were directed
to the Race for the Laurel Dace campaign.

Linda & Jackson Andrews
Thom & Sandie Benson
Anne & George Bright
Teresa & Robert Childers
Julie & Bruz Clark

Stief Counts

Lee Ann & Steve Denham
Sally & Buddy Faulkner
Hazel Bell

Lizzer & Scott Graham
Kim & Michael Griffin
Howard Harlan

Mary Vassar Hitchings
Peter Holt

Katherine Hutcheson

Jennifer & Hamp Johnston

Emily & Brian Mack
Norma & Olan Mills

Eric Myers

Julie & Perry Piper
Harold Robertson

Rachel & Henry Schulson
William Seabrook

Alice & Alfred Smith
Marian & James Steffner
Susan & Taylor Stein
Kate & Douglas Thompson
Greg Vital

Beth & Thomas White
Barry White

Nick Wilkinson

Saving a local species on the brink of extinction...we honor
the following individuals who made gifts of $100 or more
from October-December 2024. To learn more about the
Laurel Dace campaign and our ongoing efforts to save

this endangered species, please visit

https://tnaqua.org/donate/race-for-the-laurel-dace/

Tina Best

Donna Bourdon & Beverly Still
Kevin Calhoon

Geoff Call

Cathy Cates

Rachel Couch

Tammy Diehl & Joseph Thompson
Richard Dunning

Kathleen & David Evans
William Falahee

Russ Holsopple

Kathy & Dan Jacobson

Joe Johnson

Dan Kennedy

Erin McCallen

Sandra McCrea

Janel & Chris McKee
Kristina & Tom Montague
Rick & Cannon Montague
Elizabeth & Chris Moore
Martha & John Morris
Julie Piper

Judy Powell

Matt & Phala Rasmussen
Lisa Lemza & Mike Shillinger
Pris & Robert Siskin
Deborah Williams

David Yoder
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Thank you to the
following donors who
contributed to the
Aquarium’s Annual
Fund with gifts of
$1,000 or greater.

Visionary

Anonymous (1)

Katherine & Sam Currin

Kathleen & David Evans

Audrey Haywood &
David Wallace

Chris & Janel McKee

Scott & Catherine
Pierce

Julie & Patrick Stowe

Lauren Templeton &
Scott Phillips

Sustainer

Charles Arant

Ward & Ashley Davenport

John Giblin & Karen
Diamond

Tom & Marion Griscom

Deborah & Robert
Hulse

Dr. Dan Kennedy

Rick & Cannon Montague

Paul Neely & Susan
Street

Drew & Lizzy Stuckey

Deborah Williams

Guardian

Anonymous (2)
Elizabeth & Ali Ahmed
Steve Brandon &

Patsy Fowlkes
Frank & Dottie Brock
Seth & Elise Brown
Joe & Susan Davenport
Lauren & John Fortney

Dr. Anna George & Dr.
Dave Neely
Trudy Harper &
Roger Knipp
Joseph & Audrey Hime
Phillip Lambert & Paula
Griffith
Jon & Sharon Law
Harrison & Rachel
Lewis
John & Martha Morris
Joy & David Newby
Matt & Phala Rasmussen
Bill Phillips & Kim Terry
Julie & Perry Piper
Helen Pregulman
Irvin & Judith Pressman
Judi Rossman
Keith & Julia Sanford

Conservationist

Anonymous (4)

Ed Adams

Bill & Ann Aiken

Sharon Alexander

Ted & Kelly Alling

Valoria & Lawrence
Armstrong

Charles & Nancy Belin

Thom & Sandie Benson

Bo Bishop

Woods & Judy Blake

Paul & Pam Broadstone

Charlie & Nicole Brock

Pat & Nina Brock

Paul & Susu Brock

Randy & Kathy Brooks

Peter & Jane Burman

Ken Cagle &
Ben Keyser

Ted & Beth Caldwell

Tyler & Brittany Carman

Cathy Cates

Collin Cherry &
Catherine McCall

Bill & Vicki Christensen

Norma & Donald
Church

Shannon & Jeremy
Colbert

Dr. Catherine Colby &
Dr. Andrew Workinger
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Jay & Cynthia Dale

Bob & Elaine Danford

Judi & John Davenport

Elliott & Nini Davenport

Thom Demas & Leah
Dalton

Sandy & Bill Dittus

Gene Dwyer

Marcy & David Eason

Sally & Buddy Faulkner

Ted & Cora Feintuch

Ryan & Shannan Field

Terri Fisher & Paul
Loeber

Micheal & Dessi Floyd

John & Lorraine Forman

Tyler Forrester

Bob Franklin & Lisa Volk

Clay & Jennie Gentry

Matt & Sarah Gibson

Michelle & Chris Glover

Bill & Wilma Godsey

Bill & Frances Gotschall

Jamie & Abigail Gross

Nastassja & Mark
Hagan

Annie & Jim Hall

Elizabeth & Chris
Hammitt

Gwen Harris

Lyn Harris

Tom & Karen Hash

Wes & Amy Hicks

Debra & James Hoback

Ann Hon

Ty & Faith Horton

Mark & Dawn Huber

Margaret Hudson

Don & Susan Jensen

Dr. Bryan Johnson &
Candy Johnson

Link Jordan

Dr. Christian & Patricia
Keller

Melanie King

Daphne & Jeff Kirksey

Robert & Sharon Klein

Lowry & Jane Kline

Alison & Alan Lebovitz

Charles & Betty Lebovitz

Lisa Lemza & Mike
Shillinger

Bud & Angie Lewallen

Stacy Lightfoot

Linda & Clyde Lyon

Judy Martin

Lisa McBryde

Franklin & Tresa
McCallie

William & Sara
McDonald

Matt & Emily McGauley

Tina Miller & Carol
Terry

Olan & Norma Mills

Kristina & Tom Montague

Elizabeth & Chris
Moore

Lee & Hilda Murray

Margaret Oehmig

Claire & Ed Overmyer

George & Bonnie
Pettway

John & Carolyn Phillips

Judy Powell

Tracy & Jeff Reed

Pete & Anne
Rittenberry

Meredith & Colby
Roberts

Natali Rodgers

Mary Margaret & Tyler
Rogers

Susan Roth

Brett Rousch

Richard & Regina Saas

Bobby & Genevieve
Sass

Andrea Schaffer” &
Daniel Hurst

Frank & Gracie Schriner

Heather & Scott
Scoggins

Ryan & Jenilee Sergison

Robert & Pris Siskin

Andrea Smith &
Andrew Crowe

Gloria & Randy Smith

Gordon & Cheryl
Stalans

Kit Standefer

Susan & Taylor Stein

Aggie & Andrew
Stephenson

Si Stoller
Bill Sudderth &
Brenda Niel
Janis Swanson
Courtney Taylor
Jason Vann &
Allison Evans
Steven & Pam Vias
Greg A. Vital
Dori & Blake Waller
Dr. Bill & Katie Warren
Thomas & Beth White
Jennifer Zuckerman &
George Thomas

Additional support

Anonymous

Bunny Knight

Michael & Nancy Luker

Jill & David McCain

Allen & Alice McCallie

Jay & Jennifer Mills

Kincaid & Allison Mills

Kristina & Tom Montague

Mary & Scott Moore

Martha Jane Payne

Michael Regan

William D. Rogers

Mary Anne & Rick
Williams

Geoffrey Workinger

Young Again Foundation

The Aquarium
appreciates the
following companies
who support their
employees’ contributions
through matching gift
programs this year.

Adobe
Draper Corporation
First Horizon Foundation
Lyndhurst Foundation
Pacifica Advisors
Principal Financial
Group Foundation
Unum
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ServeltUpisa
special culinary
fundraising event
for the Tennessee
Aquarium. Serve It
Up 2024 was

made possible by:

2024
Presenting Sponsor

First Horizon

Event Sponsors

BlueCross BlueShield
of Tennessee

Cemrock

Starr Mathews
Insurance

Patrick & Julie Stowe

Sponsors

Chattanooga Land
Company

HHM, CPAs

Kristina & Tom
Montague/Catherine
Colby & Andrew
Workinger

Merrill Lynch Private
Wealth Management

Pinnacle Financial
Partners

Pointe General
Contractors/Southeast
Painters

The Baldwin Group

Trudy Harper &
Roger Knipp

Tennessee Valley
Authority

Unum

“Deceased

The Tennessee
Aquarium Fall online
auction raised over
$28,000 to support
our Annual Fund. We
thank the following
individuals and
organizations for
supporting the auction
through winning bids
and/or donating items.

TENNESSEE?;AOQARIUM

ONLINE
AUCTION

Olivia Anderson

Marya Ashby

Ezekiel Back

Melinda Baugh

Nancy Blank

Bridgeman’s Chophouse
Restaurant

Sandra Brooks

Ben Bruzewski

Chattanooga Marriott
Downtown

Ann Cho

Jason Christenberry

Terri Clark

Cloudland at McLemore
Resort

Mark Cobbe

Matt Cole

DoubleTree by Hilton
Hotel Chattanooga
Downtown

Jessica Earwood

Embassy Suites

Emily Eilers

Ernest Chinese

Katie Beth Fowler

Cadence Gant

Frances Geier

Donna Gordon

Jenn Grenville

Cynthia Hale

Charlotte Hansen

Sandy Harwood

High Rail Rooftop Bar

Evan Hinkel

Leslie Holbrook

Jennifer Holmen

Daniel Hurst

Michael Jones

Link Jordan

Jocelyne Keijzer

Laura Killian

Julie King

Melanie King

Bridget Lacefield

Christina Lindberg

Gianna Lopez

Gail Major

Breanna May

Katie McClellan

Sarah McMahon

Laurie Moeller

Rose Myers

Andrea Nelson

Concetta Nelson

Michelle Nicholson

Kara Phillips

Tiffany Potok

Shannon Prescott

Michelle Purdie

Andrew Reichow

Debbie Reid

Brian Ribeiro

Stephanie Rogers

Ruth'’s Chris Steakhouse

Patrice Schermerhorn

Katha Shawver

Kevin Sholar

Laura Smith

Deb Socia

Jennifer Somerset

SpringHill Suites by
Marriott Chattanooga
Downtown

Kit Standefer

State of Confusion

STIR

Andrew Stuckey

Taqueria Jalisco ANIA

Kim Taylor

Carol Terry

The Chattanoogan
Hotel

The Dwell Hotel

The Edwin Hotel

The Grove Restaurant

The Read House

The Westin Chattanooga

Cindy Walther
Ashley Welch
Whitebird

Melinda Wilder
Mary Anne Williams
Wooden City

Mary Alice Wyatt

2024 Corporate
Partners

The Tennessee
Aquarium gratefully
acknowledges the
following corporations
and partners who
support our mission
and enable us to
make a meaningful
difference to our
community’s economic,
educational, and
environmental
well-being.

Ace Hardware

103.7 Kiss FM

98.1 The Lake

AEED

American Cruise Lines

Astec, Inc.

Ben & Jerry’s
Chattanooga

Big 1069

Black Creek Living

Blue Cross Blue Shield
of Tennessee

Burger Republic

Charles H. Coolidge
Medal of Honor
Heritage Center

Chattanooga Land
Company

Chattanooga Times
Free Press

Chattanooga Area
Chamber of Commerce

Chattanooga Gas
Company

Chattanooga Tourism
Company

CHI Memorial Health
System

Children’s Hospital at
Erlanger

Coca-Cola

COS Business Products
and Interiors

Counts Company

Culligan Water Systems

DoubleTree Hotel
Chattanooga

Eagle Mechanical

Electronic Controls, Inc.

Embassy Suites at
Hamilton Place

Empire Distributors of
Tennessee

EPB Fiber Optics

Erlanger

First Horizon

Food City

Goldbond Inc.

Groove 93

Hilton Garden Inn
Chattanooga

Hits 96

iSustain Inc.

Komatsu America
Corporation

KZ106

Lawson Electric

Local 3 News

March Adams &
Associates

McKee Foods

Mellow Mushroom
Downtown
Chattanooga

Miller & Martin

Miller Industries

Morning Pointe Senior
Living

New Country 107.9

Pointe General
Contractors

Power 94

Puckett’s Restaurant

Reagan Outdoor
Advertising

Regions Bank

RiverCity Company

Signal Voice and Data

Siskin Steel and Supply
Company
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Snapdragon Shop

Sonoco

Springhill Suites by
Marriott

Starr Mathews Insurance

Sunny 92.3

Talk Radio 102.3

Tennessee Department
of Environment and
Conservation

Tennessee Valley
Authority

Tennessee Valley
Federal Credit Union

Tennessee Valley Public
Power Association

The Baldwin Group

The Edwin Hotel

The Johnson Group

The Read House Hotel

The Vincit Company, LLC

Truist

Unum

Us 101

Volkswagen Chattanooga

W.R. Grace Foundation

WDEF News 12

West Star Aviation

Whirlpool Corporation
Cleveland Division

Window World of
Chattanooga

WTCI

WTVC Newschannel 9

Yamaha Rightwaters

The Tennessee
Aquarium gratefully
acknowledges the
following grantmakers
and partners.

Anonymous
Aquarium & Zoo
Facilities Association
Association of Zoos &
Aquariums
Baylor School
Benwood Foundation
Bledsoe County Soil
& Water District
Columbus Zoo

Community Foundation
of Greater Chattanooga

The Community Foundation
of South Alabama

Conservation Fisheries, Inc.

Cooperative Ecosystem
Studies Units Network

Crabtree Farms of
Chattanooga

Footprint Foundation

Georgia Department of
Natural Resources

Girls Preparatory School

Great Smoky Mountains
National Park

Hazel Montague
Hutcheson Foundation

Hamilton County Soil &
Water District

Highway 153
Neighborhood Walmart

Howard Foundation

Inform Evaluation
& Research

Institute of Museum &
Library Services

The Land Trust for
Tennessee

Limestone Valley
Resource Conservation
and Development

Lyndhurst Foundation

Madagascar Fauna &
Flora Group

Marion County Soil &
Water District

Mohamed bin Zayed
Species Conservation
Fund

National Fish & Wildlife
Foundation

National Oceanic &
Atmospheric
Administration

Natural Resources
Conservation Service

The Nature Conservancy

Office of National
Marine Sanctuaries

Open Space Institute

Re:wild
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Riverview Foundation

Robert Finley Stone
Foundation

Sewanee: University
of the South

Southeast Aquatic
Resources Partnership

Southeast Tennessee
Development District

Southeast Tennessee
Resource Conservation &
Development Council

Southeast Zoo Alliance
for Reproduction &
Conservation

Southface Institute

State of Tennessee

Tashkent Zoo

Tennessee American
Water

Tennessee Department
of Agriculture

Tennessee Department
of Environment and
Conservation

Tennessee Department
of Transportation

Tennessee River Basin
Network

Tennessee Technological
University

Tennessee Valley Authority

Tennessee Valley Chapter
of Wild Ones

Tennessee Wildlife
Resources Agency

TennGreen Land
Conservancy

Thrive Regional
Partnerships

Timber Investment
Resources

Town of Spring City, TN

Trout Unlimited -
Appalachian Chapter

United States Department
of Agriculture

United States Fish &
Wildlife Service

United States
Forest Service

United States
Geological Survey
United Way of Greater
Chattanooga
University of Georgia
University of Tennessee
at Chattanooga
University of Tennessee
Virginia Department of
Natural Resources
World Wildlife Fund

Our staff’'s commitment
to excellence is the
primary reason our
institution is among
the most respected

in the nation. We are
grateful fo the following
employees who give
over and above their
daily service to support
our mission.

Thom Benson

Peter Burman
Shannon Colbert
Corey Cobb

Mark Craven

Thom Demas

Gene Dwyer
Micheal Floyd
Rodney Fuller

Dr. Anna George
Jamie Gross
Christian Keller, DVM
Melanie King

Jill McCain

Julie Piper

Meredith Roberts
Natali Rodgers
Keith Sanford
Gordon Stalans
Mary Anne Williams

Full Time Staff 25+
Years

Keira Conner
Mark Craven
Thom Demas
Matt Hamilton
Charles Hayslett

Juliana Henson
De'Ronda Hubbard
Julie Piper
Matthew Pitner
Randy Porter

Full Time Staff 30+
Years

Danny Alexander
Peter Burman
Kevin Calhoon
Darleene Cole
Gene Dwyer
Rodney Fuller
Diane Hanson
Michael Harper
Christian Keller, DVM
Jill McCain
Mara-Lynne Payne
Todd Stailey
Gordon Stalans
Jeff Worley

*Deceased

VOLUNTEERS

20+ YEAR
VOLUNTEERS

Steve Bamburg
Keith Barnes
Linda Black
Beth Brellenthin
Todd Burkhart
David Butler
Brenda Carson
Scott Chambley
Tim Chastain
Jim Clemmer
Lisa Coble
Doug Cogswell
Shawn Coulter
Jeff Cunningham
Angela Dillard
Fran Hiestand
Mary Holland
Joan Hoskins
Mark Issenberg
Diana Jacobsen
Kelly Kirkland
Bev Kriewald
Angie Lewallen
Kevin Martin
Bryan McConkey

“Deceased

Matt McLelland
Ruth McMahon
Sue Minton
Marcia Murray
Greg Olivares
Leif Peterson
Jose’ Pinacho

Joe Pope

Betsi Pryor
Wanda Rodriguez
Susan Schott
Peter Sestak
Deborah Smith
Wade Taylor
Rosemary Whitaker
Jackie Whitlock
Nancy Williams
Pete Winkler

ANIMAL KEEPER
ASSISTANT

Kristy Allen
Christian Brewton
Alyx Cragle
Jaclyn Dennis
Kathryn Finlayson
Morgan Iverson

Adrianna Jiosa
Gwynne Jones
Rebecca McGee
Savannah Pinchot
Andrew Witherspoon

AQUARIST
ASSISTANT

Courtney Hampton
Mckenzie Hughes
Ashley Kelly
Reagan Madden
Darrineisha Nash
Alex Northrop
Colton Pankau
Sarah Roberts
Connor Wilson

CONSERVATION
AQUACULTURE

Paige McQuown

CONSERVATION
Christian Swartzbaugh

CONSERVATION
RESEARCH

Katy Carnes
Hope Klug

DIVER

Kevin Akard
Brian Akins
Tracy Allen
Besty Archer
Todd Arrants
Melissa Ash
Anne Atkinson
Andy Avel

Dan Backlund
John Baldwin
Bentley Bamburg
Steve Bamburg
Kelly Barkwell
Richard Barnes
Keith Barnes
Jason Bevil
Linda Black
John Boatner
Kathy Bougie
Barry Bullard

Kevin Bunch
Todd Burkhart
Alex Burroughs
David Butler
Benjamin Chambers
Howard Charnell
Tim Chastain
Heather Christenson
Greg Clements
Jim Clemmer

Lisa Coble

Doug Cogswell
Eddie Cota
Shawn Coulter
Mary Beth Crook
Robert Crook
Jon Culver

Jeff Cunningham
Robert Davis
Marie Dement
Jeffrey Duncan
Tony Dwornitski
Buddy Edging
Karen Estes
Veronica Fallin
Frank Feather
Mary Fedde
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Bernie Flank
Greg Foster
April Gardner
Alan Gilbert
John Gildernew
Lois Gildernew
Marshall Gladish
Alex Gray

Terry Gruber
Randy Haines
Sarah Hefner
Michael Hooper
Wendy Hooper
Sam Johns

Jerry Johnson
Lauren Johnson
Michael Jones
Christopher Kay
Kelly Kirkland
Randy Laszewski
John LaVoy

Jon Law

Megan Lott

Tim Lott

Rob MacDonald
Lee Mann

Jeff Marcinek
Victor Marquez
Kevin Martin
Jere Matty
Bryan McConkey
Marissa McConkey
Adam McDaniel
Susan McElhannon

Travis McKie-Voerste

Matt McLelland
Sarah McMahon
Michael McNair
Michael Miller
Roy Miller

Sue Minton

Will Mitchum
Marcia Murray
Lorye Nichols
Mark Norwood
Greg Olivares
Doug Overdeer
Perry Payne

Leif Peterson
Mike Poe

Joe Pope, Jr
Tony Porter

Tish Pritchett
Chris Rice
C.).Rice

Robin Rice

Ed Ripley

Sarah Roberts
Nelson Rodriguez
Wanda Rodriguez
Jonathan Rudolph
Amy Ruta

Mack Schmidt
Bob Scire

Peter Sestak

John Shaffer
Haley Shealy
Melody Shekari
Lisa Shier

William Sisk
Bernadette Slater
Graham Slater
Paull Slater
Deborah Smith
Bo Smith
Stephanie Stanton
Phil Stich

Tim Tanner

Wade Taylor
Rebecca Thomas
Jerry Thompson
George Tomlinson
Steve Topping
Jason Turner

Al Underbrink
Craig Walker
John Walker
Andrew West
Jackie Whitlock
Ann Williams
Craig Williams
Mike Wilson

Pete Winkler
Savannah Winstead
Vonda Wooten
Robert Zielke

DIVE SUPPORT

Joe Pope
Butch Reese

Martha Summa-Chadwich
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EDUCATION

Annette Ahart
Cami Baldivid
George Bartnik
Chip Bell
CJ Carter
Marion Cook
Joe D’Agostino
Doris Dantes
Debbie Donohue
Cori Frost
Denise Gammel
Laurie Harrison
Joan Hoskins
Diana Jacobsen
Adrianna Jiosa
Dave Kittle
JoAnne Kittle
Minh Le
Jenn Lehman
Jonah Matukewitz
Caitlynn McFee
Toni Moegling
Amber Mong
Ros Myers
Peggy Mynatt
Keanna
Nimpchaimanatham
Dean Sanders
Rebecca Sanders
Catherine Stewart
Kent Webb

FOOD PREP CHEF

Jennifer Avery
Beth Brellenthin
Lisa Clayton
Linda Colman
Beth Estlick
Kirsten Fry Sanchez
Ann Giebert
Ashley Hillis
Phyllis McAdams
Van McAdams
Neisha Nash

Jay Sutter

Deb Williams
Jamie Wilson

GUEST AMBASSADOR  Christine Schneider

Monica Augustin
Tracy Craddock
Bella Fincher

E) Montgomery
Nina Vassilev

HERPETOLOGY

Christian Brewton
Sharon Klein
Colton Pankau

HORTICULTURE

Cami Baldivid
Cameron Baty
John Brearley
Beth Brellenthin
Scott Chambley
Tracy Craddock
Diana Davies
Steve DuBose
Lisa Fischer
Susan Garrett
Regina Gee
Patti Giles

Kay Hagaman
Alicia Hamilton
Ginny Hardison
Kurt Hasley
Fran Hiestand
Susan Holden
Mary Holland
Mark Issenberg
Fort Jones

Linda Keown
Bev Kriewald
Trieu Le
Andrew London
John Mathna
Ruth McMahon
John Miller
Linda Miller
Benjamin Moore
Charles Morgan
Erin Moyes
Kendra Norwood
Betsi Pryor
Richard Ralston, IlI
Anna Raymond
Jenny Roland
Beverly Sanders

Susan Schott
Charlene Simmons
Louis Spencer
Jerry Steiner
Sharon Steiner
Daniel Stubblefield
Kirstin Tucker
Bonnie Wassin
Rosemary Whitaker
Nancy Williams

HUSBANDRY

Jennifer Avery
Margaret Bennett
Alex Gray

D’lyn Keiser
Jessica Laubacher
Ryan Marquez
Bri Millican

Karah Nazor

Jeff Riehl

Deb Williams

LSS VOLUNTEER

Chris DiNicolantonio
Toni Moore

MEMBERSHIP OFFICE

Brenda Carson
Wes Hasden
Angie Lewallen

PENGUINS

Corrie Arnold
Tori Bates

Arjun Bery

Eli Burgess
Chandlar Carlile
Linda Colman
Paul Colman
Jane Corn
Angela Dillard
Cooper Dutton
Amy Graves
Michelle Henderson
Nick Henderson
Taylor Hixson
Morgan Iverson
Ari Saveh

Karen Spence

“Deceased

REGISTRAR OFFICE

Jennifer Avery
Lotneice Hinton
Jeff Riehl

STREAM ECOLOGY

Benjamin Holt
Annie Jones
Marlys Vicente

VETERINARY EXTERN

Caitlyn Burke
Abigail Dial
Matthew Pettepher
Jacquelyn Terrell

“Deceased

YOUTH VOLUNTEER EMERITUS

Kaitlyn Adams
Ari Aswath
Beckler Durst
Noah Grant
Esther Johnson
Sebastien Lewin
Lucy McFann
Sophia Mondido
Kathleen Park
Eb Saunders
Sophie Self
Nina Vassilev

Ed Adams

Beth Anthony
Jerry Bowman
O’Neil Burton
Sandy Caldwell
Bill Caldwell
Marion Cook
Tony Dwornitski
Donna Faulkner
lola Fulgham
Bill Godsey, Jr.
Sibyl Gore
Gwen Harris

Marty Hershey Sandra Standefer
Li-Hwa Huang Clifton Tinkham
Douglas Jack Zelta Tinkham
Charles Jennings Katherine Whiddon
Judy Leach Nan Williams

Jim Lewis

Joyce Lewis

Elizabeth Monson

Don Priddy

*Richard Ralston

Eva Rock

*Arlene Rucker
Crystal Rymer
*Clara Shepherd
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“Our family buys a membership every
year and let me tell you... it is worth
every penny! No visit is ever the
same, and we've been a hundred

or more times.”

- BMommaD, Google review

“The aquarium is expertly designed for the
ultimate experience. The facility is fully
handicap accessible as well.”

- Janet Pasquantonio (Never Stop
Exploring), Google review

“I have been to aquariums around the world,

and | still say this one is the absolute best.
The exhibits, education, and staff are all
top-notch.”

- Amanda, Google review

“It's a fantastic way to spend the day and
create lasting memories!”

- Cody Dyer, Google review

“This raised my expectations of other
aquariums. You need to visit if you are
in the area!”

- Brittney Poling, Google review

TENNESSEE £ AQUARIUM

CHATTANOOGA RIVERFRONT | TNAQUA.ORG

One Broad Street « Chattanooga, Tennessee 37402

Planned gifts help ensure a world-class Aquarium
experience for future generationsio enjoy.

Confact Melanie King at 423-785-4038 to learn
more aboutjoining The Watershed Society.



