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2025 was another important year for the 
Aquarium’s Board of Trustees, beginning with 
the successful recruitment of a new CEO after 
a nationwide search. Andy Wood brings a 
wealth of aquarium experience, vision, and 
energy to successfully lead the organization 
into the future. He also possesses a 
collaborative spirit that will allow him to 
quickly connect with existing community 
partners and forge new alliances 
to drive innovation.

In 2025, we made great strides in our goals 
from the previous year — returning our 
attention to a strategic plan, making sure the 
organization is better prepared for disaster 
readiness and response, and committing to 
expand our board. We’re also committed to 
working with Andy and his team to bring the 
Tennessee Aquarium into more prominence 
across the state and region.

The Aquarium welcomed more than 784,000 
guests and enjoyed another excellent year 
financially. Conservation and education 
milestones were also achieved. As Board 
Chair, I can state with confidence that the 
Aquarium is set up for long-term success.

2025—ANOTHER GREAT YEAR

Scott Pierce
Board Chair
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There is no other place I would rather be than 
the Tennessee Aquarium. This past year, I was 
honored to be selected as the fifth President 
& CEO of the Tennessee Aquarium. For years, 
I have observed the Aquarium’s successes 
and waited for the opportunity to join this 
incredible organization.

In March, before officially beginning my 
tenure as CEO, I was eager to join the team 
in Palm Springs, California for the Aquarium’s 
accreditation hearing at the AZA Mid-Year 
meeting. In receiving its sixth consecutive 
5-year accreditation, the Aquarium was praised 
for excellence in conservation, education, 
guest experience, and financial stewardship. 
It was also given high marks for animal 
wellbeing and encouraged to amplify its role 
as a steward of animal health. The challenge 
made to us by the accreditation commission 
became the first leadership opportunity we 
would pursue, starting on day one when I met 
with our veterinarian, Dr. Chris Keller. Dr. Keller 
and our team have risen to the challenge. 
Following months of discussions, research, 
and meetings with regional partners, we now 
have a comprehensive vision of animal health 
that will be anchored in a new, state-of-the-art 
animal hospital, the addition of new veterinary 
expertise, and long-term partnerships with 

institutions of higher learning designed to 
shape the next generation of animal care 
professionals.

We have also embarked on a strategic 
planning process designed to clarify who we 
are today and set the vision for our future. 
Already, we’ve heard from our employees, 
supporters, and community stakeholders 
who have echoed what I already knew about 
this incredible organization — the Tennessee 
Aquarium’s transformational legacy is central 
to Chattanooga’s identity. Our team takes great 
pride in our culture of hospitality, freshwater 
animal expertise, proven conservation and 
education outcomes, fiscal stewardship, and 
community trust. Everyone contributes to an 
atmosphere of mutual respect and shares 
a drive for making positive change — both 
internally and throughout our communities.

My excitement to lead the Tennessee Aquarium 
isn’t just because this is a great organization 
with a tremendous legacy. I’m thrilled because 
we are incredibly well positioned to explore 
new opportunities that will be deeply impactful 
for generations to come.

2025—ANOTHER GREAT YEAR

Andy Wood
President & CEO
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We hatched more than 
200 juvenile Laurel Dace 
at our freshwater science 
headquarters in 2025. These 
babies are the offspring of 
about 50 adults residing in 
our care as an ark population.

CONSERVATION
WE ARE ADVOCATES FOR FRESHWATER AQUATIC LIFE

From speaking out for a species declining in silence to celebrating 
major conservation milestones with our partners, we are standard 
bearers in the fight to protect the Southeast’s vast biological 
abundance. On the strength of that reputation, we are elevating 
Southeastern ecological issues to a national level.

With the return of late winter rain, we released more than 
200 endangered Laurel Dace back to the streams from 
which we rescued them during a severe drought in 2024. 
Alongside representatives from the U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service, Tennessee Wildlife Resources Agency, and the 
Natural Resources Conservation Service, we reintroduced 
these beautiful minnows in time for their spring spawn, 
ensuring one of North America’s most imperiled fishes 
persists for another generation.
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Award-winning National Geographic photographer Joel Sartore 
has long supported our conservation efforts, particularly of smaller 
species that might otherwise be overlooked. He visited in 2025 
to photograph Laurel Dace for inclusion in Photo Ark, his 19-year 
project to create portraiture of all species in human care.

On May 16, we helped organize the first Laurel Dace 
Day celebration in Spring City, Tennessee, just a few 
miles from the last streams where this species can still be 
found. In addition to a 5K race, live music, and a farmer’s 
market, visitors learned about our work to save the 
Laurel Dace directly from our scientists and educators. 
In all, this event raised more than $14,000 to support 
our Laurel Dace recovery effort and made national 
headlines through coverage by The Weather Channel.

The Aquarium’s work to protect  
and raise public awareness of the 
endangered Laurel Dace earned 

numerous accolades in 2025.

Tennessee River Basin Network’s  
River Champion Award for Outreach and Education

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service’s 2024  
Recovery Champion (Southeast Region)

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service’s  
Southeast Regional Director’s Honor Award
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During our third year co-administering the 
Ridges to Rivers Regional Conservation 
Partnership Program (RCPP), we conducted 
outreach at more than 30 events. These 
appearances reached about 55,920 people, 
including state legislators in Nashville during 
Ag Day on the Hill. Lawmakers representing 
the program’s targeted counties pledged to 
raise awareness among their constituents of 
this tremendous economic resource to fund 
watershed-friendly land improvements.

In 2025, we helped direct $1.35 million to 
fund 30 projects through the Ridges to 
Rivers Regional Conservation Partnership 
Program. This more than doubled the 14 
projects that were funded in 2024. 
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This winter, our biologists and field technicians continued their work with the Georgia 
Department of Natural Resources, mapping spawning sites for the federally threatened 
Trispot Darter. During our second year in the project, we spent three months  
using environmental DNA filtration and light detection and ranging (LiDAR)  
scanning to pinpoint where this imperiled fish could be breeding.

In March, Aquatic Conservation Biologist  
Dr. Bernie Kuhajda returned to Uzbekistan to 
continue his search for the Syr Darya Shovelnose 
Sturgeon. This species hasn’t been seen in more 
than 60 years, but Dr. Kuhajda plans to continue 
his search in upcoming years.

In March, we visited a site in 
Middle Tennessee’s Elk River 
watershed to release more 
than 125 endangered Barrens 
Topminnows alongside partners 
from Conservation Fisheries, 
Inc., and the U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service. 



6  |   TNAQ ANNUAL REPORT 2025

Since helping to found the Southeast Lake Sturgeon Working 
Group in 1998, we have been integral in restoring this ancient 
species to Tennessee’s waterways. Beginning in July 2000, raising 
and releasing baby Lake Sturgeon has been a focal point of our 
conservation work.

In June, hundreds of fry from those collected 
eggs arrived at our freshwater field station, 
where they spent months in the care of 
reintroduction specialists. In October, we 
celebrated our 25th year of Lake Sturgeon 
reintroductions with a public release of 500 

This April, our conservation scientists 
participated in the collection and fertilization 
of eggs from wild-spawning sturgeon in 
Wisconsin. While there, they assisted the 
Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources 
with data collection on the state’s healthy 
wild Lake Sturgeon population. 

A GOLD MEDAL SILVER ANNIVERSARY
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baby sturgeon into the Tennessee River 
alongside invited officials, community leaders, 
and dozens of students from Hixson 
High School.

Together with our partners, we have 
reintroduced more than 430,000 sturgeon 
into the Tennessee and Cumberland River 
watersheds to date. 

The program’s silver anniversary this year 
was made even more momentous by a pair 
of exciting recent developments. 

Based on the size and health of the Lake 
Sturgeon population currently in Tennessee’s 
waterways, the species’ state conservation 

The first Sturgeon 
release July 2000.

status was officially downlisted in 2025 from 
endangered to threatened. This improvement 
speaks to the long-term stamina and dedication 
of the working group members who, 
decades ago, committed to bringing this 
native species back. 

Finally, state wildlife managers were 
excited to find a gravid (egg-bearing) female 
Lake Sturgeon during routine population 
monitoring. Lake Sturgeon are a long-lived, 
slow-to-mature species, and finding fertile 
adults suggests the reintroduced population 
may finally be on the cusp of becoming 
self-sustaining. 

A GOLD MEDAL SILVER ANNIVERSARY
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EDUCATION
WE ARE CREATING FUTURE GENERATIONS 
OF ENVIRONMENTAL STEWARDS

For 33 years, we have served as a tremendous educational 
resource to our community and a gateway to the natural world  
for millions of visiting students. Whether we’re virtually presenting 
to schools, creating lifelong memories for campers, or helping 
teachers expand their skill set, our educational impact is vast 
and varied. We are committed to continually investing in and 
expanding this core pillar of our organization. 

575 kids attended summer, spring, fall, 
and winter camp sessions. More than 
10% participated thanks to scholarships 
sponsored by community donations. 

Our outreach educators reached students near and 
far in 2025. Through on-site and virtual programming, 
we served more than 14,000 students across 100 
organizations, including visits to 32 Title I schools (some 
on multiple occasions). We also offered professional 
development opportunities to more than 40 educators.
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In 2025, we hosted more 
than 60 Sleep in the  
Deep overnights, including 
five families and three 
birthday parties.

Volunteers serve a huge 
variety of roles at the 
Aquarium, from preparing 
food and welcoming guests 
to presenting educational 
programs. In 2025, 315 
volunteers contributed 
24,579 hours to our 
operation. This combined 
service was worth an 
estimated $823,000 (at 
$11.82 per hour).

More than 56,000 students 
visited the Tennessee Aquarium 

during the 2024-2025 
academic year.

Mary Holland (pictured above) and Beverly 
Kriewald have continually volunteered at the 
Aquarium since our doors opened in 1992.
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In November, we gathered with community leaders and sponsoring partners on the Aquarium 
Plaza to celebrate the grand opening of the S.T.R.E.A.M. Learning Center, supported by Unum. 
Much like the arrival of our conservation science headquarters in 2016, S.T.R.E.A.M. will amplify 
our capabilities by consolidating our educational resources under one roof. With a trio of 
classrooms adorned by vibrant, life-filled murals created by our art team, this facility will provide 
an inspiring learning environment for future generations of students and educators. 
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Following the program’s revival in 2024, the River 
Teachers freshwater science workshops returned this 
summer. Many of the teachers who participated came 
from schools located within the watershed targeted by 
the Ridges to Rivers Regional Conservation Partnership 
Program. In addition to on-site professional development, 
participants went on field trips to learn freshwater science 
data-collection techniques and experience the rich 
biodiversity of area waterways firsthand.

Our educators hosted 
a pair of workshops in 
2025 focused on the 
importance of pollinators. 
One of these included 
spending time planting 
literal and figurative 
seeds in the name of 
conservation as part 
of Keep Soddy Daisy 
Beautiful’s pollinator 
garden project.
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GUEST EXPERIENCE
WE ARE AN AQUARIUM FOR EVERYONE

We strive to inspire everyone to have an informed appreciation 
for the natural world. In service of that mission, we seek to open 
doors and explore new opportunities, to experiment, to learn, and 
— whenever possible — to remove barriers so we provide the best 
experience to the broadest possible audience. 

Dr. Rae Wynn-Grant, co-host 
of Mutual of Omaha’s Wild 
Kingdom: Protecting the Wild 
(NBC), visited the Aquarium 
to tour our conservation 
science headquarters, meet 
with summer campers, and 
take part in a river cleanup. 
Later, she offered inspirational 
testimonials to our class of 
summer fellows about her 
career path and not accepting 
arbitrary limitations in the 
pursuit of excellence.

In October, our lifetime guest count passed 29 million with the arrival 
of the Lee family from Tupelo, Mississippi. Team members, including 
President & CEO Andy Wood, welcomed them enthusiastically and 
hand-delivered a gift package to commemorate their milestone visit. 



Five Aquariums Across the U.S. To Check Out
Forbes

No. 2 Best Aquarium
Newsweek Readers’ Choice Awards

No. 6 Best Aquarium
USA Today’s 10 Best Readers’ Choice Awards

Best Local Tourist Attraction 
(18th consecutive year)

Chattanooga Times Free Press Best of the Best Awards

2025 Traveler’s Choice Award
Tripadvisor
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During its first full year of operation, The 
Podcast Aquatic passed a milestone of 10,000 
listens. These in-depth conversations are 
reaching a younger demographic and provide 
staff and volunteers with additional insights 
into all aspects of the Aquarium’s mission.

We continue to be celebrated as one of the nation’s leading aquariums:

Our Jim Hill Fellowship program is a paid, work-based learning opportunity offering hands-on skill development to  
conservation-minded students from under-represented communities. This year, we added a new fellowship focused  

on water quality and attracted a vibrant cohort of 11 participants from as far away as Texas and West Virginia.
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This year’s Serve It Up live cooking show fundraiser and online 
auction raised more than $133,000 to  
support our nonprofit mission. 

In 2018, we became the first attraction in Tennessee to be certified as 
sensory-inclusive through KultureCity. Through staff education and facilities 
modifications, we ensure we are equipped to support the needs of guests 
experiencing — or caring for others who experience — sensory challenges 
such as autism, low vision, or post-traumatic stress disorder. This year, more 
than 270 staff members completed sensory training as part of our continuing 
commitment to improving accessibility at the Aquarium.

We offered a pair of special screenings 
at the IMAX 3D Theater to meet 
the needs of guests with sensory 
challenges. These presentations of Call 
of the Dolphins and Elephants: Giants 
of the Desert were offered in 2D with 
dim lighting, low volumes, and reduced 
capacity to minimize over-stimulation.

We kicked off 2025 by 
announcing our participation 
in the Institute of Museum and 
Library Services’ Museums for 
All program. We join 1,400 
institutions nationwide in 
offering reduced admission 
to guests receiving temporary 
assistance benefits. In its 
inaugural year, more than 
30,000 people visited us 
thanks to this access program. 



GUEST EXPERIENCE  |  15

This spring, we formed a task force to 
improve the overall guest experience. 
Based on the team’s suggestions, we 
placed greater emphasis on hospitality and 
increasing staff interactions with guests. This 
strategy had an immediate, marked impact. 
Scores for staff/volunteer knowledge and 
availability hit record or near-record ratings 
— some up 10%, year over year — through 
the second half of the year. 

We continued to explore ideas for new 
guest experiences in 2025. Our slate 
of programs targeting adults included 
five after-hours events, all of which 
sold out: Fish & Sips, Ottertoberfest, 
After-hours: Holiday Cheers, and a pair 
of Nightlife Events (Love Languages of 
the Ocean and Something’s Fishy).

About 2,000 people visited 
us in 2025 through non-profit 
community memberships and 
Hamilton County’s library pass 
program. Memberships are made 
available to local non-profit 
organizations serving families of 
limited financial means or special 
needs and to programs serving 
at-risk individuals or under-
resourced communities.

Whether in person 
or virtually, we 

hosted numerous 
special guests to 
help launch new 

giant-screen films 
at the IMAX 3D 

Theater this year, 
including:

Greg “Boss” Woolridge, 
former Blue Angels commanding officer
(Blue Angels 3D)

Tim Greer, 
underwater filmmaker
(Call of the Dolphins 3D)

Laura Roddy, 
education manager at  
The Elephant Sanctuary in Tennessee
(Elephants: Giants of the Desert 3D)

Cristina Zenato, 
dive specialist and shark behaviorist / ecologist
(Shark Kingdom 3D)
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ANIMAL CARE
WE ARE EXPERTS IN ANIMAL WELLBEING

Our living collection of more than 13,000 animals has a vital role 
in our mission to form bonds between the public and the natural 
world. Whether an animal came to us from another facility, just 
hatched, or is a long-time resident, we place their care and 
wellbeing above all else.

In late May, we welcomed a “very vocal” Gentoo Penguin 
chick to Penguins’ Rock. He was later named “Tater” by 
the winning bidder in our online fundraising auction. Tater 

is the offspring of first-time parents Carla and Bigfoot, 
who were also born here. His arrival captivated our social 
media followers and attracted national media coverage. 
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We’re proud to have maintained continuous accreditation through the Association of Zoos and Aquariums 
for 32 years. In March, we earned accreditation once again following an exhaustive examination by visiting 
inspectors. Meeting or exceeding our industry’s “gold standard” speaks to our team’s commitment to 
excellence and is crucial in maintaining public trust in our animals’ quality of life. 

We were delighted to welcome Kintana, a female,  
Red-collared Brown Lemur, this spring. She arrived in 
Lemur Forest by way of the Dallas Zoo. Her curiosity  
and bravery reinvigorated her new companion, John, 
who was left without critical social stimulation after  
the loss of his mate, Jessie, in early 2024. 

Our corps of Ambassador Animals got a lot cuter 
— but surprisingly not any smellier — with the 
arrival this year of Brie, a Striped Skunk.
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The Rivers of the World 
gallery underwent several 
notable improvements this 
year, including updated 
signage and a trio of new 
or improved exhibits. These 
latest additions offered 
better views of secretive 
aquatic caecilians and 
introduced guests to a 
Chinese Big-headed Turtle 
and a bustling community 
of Shell-dweller Cichlids. 

After years in our Boneless 
Beauties gallery, we 
relocated our Giant Pacific 
Octopus to the Island Life 
gallery. This all-new, brighter 
exhibit was funded by a 
generous private donation 
and state funding to make 
a much-loved species even 
easier to see and appreciate. 

More than 1,100 turtles hatched at the Aquarium between 1992 and 2023. 
This year, we added 10 more hatchlings from four species, including:

2 Beal’s Four-eyed Turtles 
(endangered)

2 Central American 
Wood Turtles

3 Four-eyed Turtles 
(critically endangered)

4 Serrated Forest 
Hinge-back Turtles
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River Journey’s Ridges to Rivers 
gallery received several updates 
this year, including interactive 
displays funded by a grant from the 
Tennessee Department of Agriculture 
featuring activities focused on water 
quality. The gallery also added 
an exhibit showcasing freshwater 
mussels, which exist in our home 
state in unparalleled abundance. 

In July, we hosted Turtle 
Survival Alliance’s 23rd 
Annual Symposium on the 
Conservation and Biology 
of Tortoises and Freshwater 
Turtles. We have a long-
standing partnership with 
the Alliance, a global 
leader in protecting turtles. 

This year, we joined the Association of Zoos 
and Aquariums’ Saving Animals From Extinction 
Freshwater Mussels program. Our scientists and 
aquarists now have access to additional grant 
funding as they collaborate with other AZA 
facilities to conserve mussels and educate the 
public on their role in cleaning our waterways.
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REINVESTING
WE DRIVE FUTURE SUCCESS THROUGH WISE STEWARDSHIP 

This year marked the milestone 20th anniversary of the Ocean 
Journey building, which continues to awe and inspire hundreds of 
thousands of visitors a year. In this, we see the benefits of timely 
maintenance and upgrades to our facilities. A cautious, proactive 
approach to prolonging the life of our most valuable assets 
ensures more resources can be directed toward mission-critical 
programs, projects, and expansions that will drive future growth.

This year, team members from all departments 
attended a tabletop exercise at the Hamilton 
County Emergency Operations Center. 
Alongside first responders and representatives 
from local hospitals, we conducted a mock 

Following a revamp in 2024, 
the refreshed gift shop and 

concessions area in the IMAX 
3D Theater’s first full year 

of operation was a success. 
It generated an additional 
$110,000, year over year. 

response to a fictional disaster on our campus. 
This exercise was an opportunity to critically 
examine and refine our protocols to ensure 
we are prepared to act swiftly and efficiently 
to safeguard our staff and guests. 

Our elevators are one of the most 
important means to navigate our 
buildings. This year, we began a project 
to modernize these vital conveyances, 
starting with the staff elevator in the 
River Journey building. The update 
replaced every major component, which 
should improve reliability and prolong 
the life of this hard-working equipment 
while diminishing downtime and the 
frequency of costly repairs. 
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At our off-site Animal Care Facility, we replaced 
both air handlers. The new units exclusively use 
external air to condition this vital holding facility 
rather than recirculating moist, salt-rich internal 
air. This could double equipment’s operational 
lifespan from 11 to 20 years and minimize 
corrosion-related degradation. 

Our facilities team proactively replaced the condenser 
and chillers that serve water systems in the River Journey 
building. This timely update was enacted before our 
operation could be disrupted by equipment failures and 
has improved water flow and energy efficiency. 
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In October, we launched the first major update to our website since 2020. 
This comprehensive overhaul — which also transformed our Riverwatch digital 
magazine — emphasis accessibility and a visitor-friendly user experience. 
Visitors now have access to a chatbot for immediate answers to common 
questions, and the aesthetic is both playfully organic and multimedia rich. 

Director of Information Technology Peter Burman was 
hired in 1990. Last year, he became our first employee to 
celebrate his 35th work anniversary at the Aquarium. 
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SOURCES OF  
OPERATING  
FUNDS 2025

USES OF  
OPERATING  
FUNDS 2025

Admissions

65%

Contributed Support
8%

Other 

5%

Membership 
9%

Guest 
Experiences

13%

Educational Programming, 
Facilities and Animal Care
57%

Guest Experience
10%

Administrative 
20%

Marketing
10%

Fundraising
3%

Complete audited financial statements are available at tnaqua.org/about-us/financials-and-annual-report.

DRIVING SUCCESS

TOTAL USES
$31,340,239

TOTAL SOURCES
$32,440,657

The Tennessee Aquarium has been recognized 
as an exemplary nonprofit organization by 
two leading independent nonprofit evaluators, 
Candid and Charity Navigator.
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Anonymous (4) 
Charles Arant
Paul & Susu Brock
Daniel & Janet Burnside
Stephanie Chance
Dr. Skylar Davidson
Caroline & Charlotte 
  Denton Fund for 
  Penguins
Gene Dwyer
Gerald Grekowicz & 
  Mary Clor
Elizabeth & Chris  
  Hammitt
Boyd & Nancy Patterson
Katherine Paty Trust
Judy Powell
Helen Pregulman
Todd Stailey
Kit Standefer
Keith & Julia Sanford
Cindy & Terry Todd
Randall & Ellen Webster

Thank you to the 
following donors who 
contributed to the 
Aquarium’s Annual  
Fund with gifts of  
$1,000 or greater.

VISIONARY
Anonymous (1)
Katherine & Sam Currin
Kathleen & David Evans
Audrey Haywood & 
  David Wallace
Chris & Janel McKee
Scott & Catherine Pierce
Julie & Patrick Stowe

SUSTAINER
Anonymous (1)
Charles Arant
Ward & Ashley Davenport
Tom & Marion Griscom
Trudy Harper & 
  Roger Knipp
Joseph & Audrey Hime
Dr. Dan Kennedy
Sharon & Jon Law
Rick & Cannon Montague 
Paul Neely & Susan Street
Drew & Lizzy Stuckey
Deborah Williams

2025 Board 
of Trustees

Scott Pierce, 
Chair
Patrick Stowe, 
Vice Chair
Matt Rasmussen, 
Secretary
Daphne Kirksey, 
Treasurer
Andy Wood, 
Tennessee Aquarium 
President & CEO

Liz Ahmed
Paul T. Dickenson
Harrison Lewis
Stacy Lightfoot
Don Mueller
Eric Myers
Aletheia Silcott
Shalin Tejani

Capital and 
Endowment 
Support
Thank you to the 
following donors  
who made gifts to  
the Tennessee  
Aquarium in 2025.

American Water 
  Charitable Foundation
Charles Arant
First Horizon Foundation 
State of Tennessee
Tennessee American 
  Water
Drs. David Wallace & 
  Audrey Haywood
Unum

The Tennessee Aquarium 
recognizes donors who 
make a planned gift by 
welcoming them into the 
Watershed Society, which 
ensures the Aquarium’s 
success for future 
generations.

GUARDIAN
Anonymous (2)
Elizabeth & Ali Ahmed
Thom & Sandie Benson
Bo Bishop
Woods & Judy Blake
Steve Brandon &  
  Patsy Fowlkes
Frank & Dottie Brock
Paul & Susu Brock
Seth & Elise Brown
Joe & Susan Davenport
Lauren & John Fortney
Dr. Anna George &  
  Dr. Dave Neely
Phillip Lambert &  
  Paula Griffith
Evan Hinkel & Jasmine Vu
Harrison & Rachel Lewis
Allen & Alice McCallie
Mike & Angie McKee
Tina Miller & Carol Terry
John & Martha Morris
Joy & David Newby
Matt & Phala Rasmussen
Bill Phillips & Kim Terry
Julie & Perry Piper
Helen Pregulman
Irvin & Judith Pressman
Deanna Quinn &  
  Grace Quinn
Judi Rossman
Brett Rousch
Richard & Regina Saas
Keith & Julia Sanford
Patrice Schermerhorn
Katie & Rick Schumacher
Aletheia Silcott
James & Mary Alice Wyatt

CONSERVATIONIST
Anonymous (4) 
Bill & Ann Aiken
Sharon Alexander
Ted & Kelly Alling
Valoria & Lawrence 
  Armstrong
Charles & Nancy Belin
Paul & Pam Broadstone
Charlie & Nicole Brock
Pat & Nina Brock
Randy & Kathy Brooks
Peter & Jane Burman
Tyler & Brittany Carman
Cathy Cates
Collin Cherry & 
  Catherine McCall
Bill & Vicki Christensen
Norma & Donald Church
Will & Sarah Clegg

Corey Cobb
Shannon & 
  Jeremy Colbert
Dr. Catherine Colby & 
  Dr. Andrew Workinger
Jay & Cynthia Dale
Bob & Elaine Danford
Judi & John Davenport
Elliott & Nini Davenport
Thom Demas & 
  Leah Dalton
Paul & Elin Dickenson
Sandy & Bill Dittus
Gene Dwyer
Marcy & David Eason
Sally & Buddy Faulkner
Ted & Cora Feintuch
Ryan & Shannan Field
Terri Fisher & Paul Loeber
Micheal & Dessi Floyd
John & Lorraine Forman
Tyler Forrester
Clay & Jennie Gentry
Leahanne Giffin
Michelle & Chris Glover
Bill* & Wilma Godsey
Bill & Frances Gotschall
Jamie & Abigail Gross
Annie & Jim Hall
Elizabeth & 
  Chris Hammitt
Gwen Harris
Lyn Harris
Astoshia Henson & 
  Howard Cooper
Wes & Amy Hicks
Debra & James Hoback
Ann Hon
Ty & Faith Horton
Mark & Dawn Huber
Daniel Hurst
Don & Susan Jensen
Link Jordan
Dr. Christian & 
  Patricia Keller
Melanie King
Daphne & Jeff Kirksey
Robert & Sharon Klein
Lowry & Jane Kline
Alison & Alan Lebovitz
Charles & Betty Lebovitz
Lisa Lemza & 
  Mike Shillinger
Bud & Angie Lewallen
Stacy Lightfoot
Shaun & Kayla Lynch
Linda & Clyde Lyon
Judy Martin
Lisa McBryde 
Franklin & Tresa McCallie

William & Sara McDonald
Matt & Emily McGauley
Kristina & Tom Montague
Elizabeth & Chris Moore
Don & Dallas Mueller
Lee & Hilda Murray
Eric & Anna Louise Myers
Margaret Oehmig
Claire & Ed Overmyer
George & 
  Bonnie Pettway
John & Carolyn Phillips
Judy Powell
Tracy & Jeff Reed
Pete & Anne Rittenberry
Meredith & 
  Colby Roberts
Natali Rodgers
Mary Margaret & 
  Tyler Rogers
Susan Roth
Brett Rousch
Bobby & Genevieve Sass
Frank & Gracie Schriner
Heather & Scott Scoggins
Robert & Pris Siskin
Gloria & Randy Smith
Gordon & Cheryl Stalans
Kit Standefer
Travis Steed
Aggie & Andrew 
  Stephenson
Si Stoller 
Bill Sudderth & 
  Brenda Niel
Janis Swanson
Jason Vann & 
  Allison Evans
Steven & Pam Vias
Greg A. Vital
Dori & Blake Waller
Dr. Bill & Katie Warren
Thomas & Beth White
Jennifer Zuckerman & 
  George Thomas
Andy & Tara Wood

ADDITIONAL 
SUPPORT
Anonymous
Anne Bishop 
Blue Ridge Mountain 
  Trout Unlimited
Chapter 696
Christopher & 
  Krystal Cavanaugh
Charles & Carolyn Hart
Jacobs Quinn 
  Giving Fund
Jill & David McCain
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Franklin Architects
HHM, CPAs
Matt & Phala Rasmussen
Merrill Lynch Private 
  Wealth Management
Paul & Elin Dickenson
Pinnacle Financial 
  Partners
Pointe General 
  Contractors
The Baldwin Group
Trudy Harper & 
  Roger Knipp
Tennessee Valley 
  Authority
Unum

The Tennessee Aquarium 
Fall 2025 online auction 
raised over $40,700 
to support our Annual 
Fund. We thank the 
following individuals 
and organizations for 
supporting the auction 
through winning bids 
and/or donating items.

Agave and Rye
Lauren Alaina
Marya Ashby
Mariska Baeke Chung
Tony Bakken
Jeff Beaman
Misti Benansky
Deni Bettis
Lucinda Bolt
Jessica Bookout
Sheryl Brannan
Bridgeman’s Chophouse
Regina Brown
Sandra C.
Monica Calhoun
Mary Gretchen Cannon
Tyler Carman
Kenneth Carter
Chattanooga Whiskey
Ann Cho
Jason Christenberry
Cloudland at 
  McLemore Resort
Alec Currie
Barbara Davis
April Davis

Jay & Jennifer Mills
Kincaid & Allison Mills
Kristina & Tom Montague
Mary & Scott Moore
Martha Jane Payne
Schneider Fix 
  Family Foundation
Denise Smith & 
  Jesse Davidson
Mary Anne & 
  Rick Williams
Geoffrey Workinger
Buster & Janice Wright

The Aquarium appreciates 
the following companies 
that supported their 
employees’ contributions 
through matching gift 
programs in 2025.

Adobe
American Water 
  Charitable Foundation
Caterpillar
Draper Corporation
First Horizon Foundation
Lyndhurst Foundation 
Principal Financial 
  Group Foundation
Unum

Serve It Up is a special 
culinary fundraising 
event for the Tennessee 
Aquarium. Serve It Up 
2025 was made  
possible by:

PRESENTING 
SPONSOR
First Horizon

EVENT SPONSORS
BlueCross BlueShield 
  of Tennessee
Starr Mathews Insurance
Patrick & Julie Stowe

SPONSORS
AEED
Chattanooga Land 
  Company

Doubletree by Hilton 
  Hotel Chattanooga 
  Downtown
Embassy Suites by 
  Hilton Chattanooga 
  Hamilton Place
Eric Fecht
Maria Flores
Kyle Ganues
Chenaye George
Stephanie Grabowski
Kevin Groom
Hello Monty
Kimberly Hencke
Clark Hillegeist
Hotel Clemons
Hotel Indigo
Angie Huckaby
Caitlin Huffman
Shelly Huskey
Link Jordan
Melanie King
Kaitlin Kinnaird
Michael Kraft
Margie Kreps
Stephanie Lampkin
Patricia Lanier
Denise Lee
Jaime Luna
Emily Madden
Lorie Maerki
Aaron Martin
Bridget Mason
Courtney Matias-Oliva
Matilda Midnight
Justin McClain
Barbara McClatchey
Katie McClellan
Meagan McCliment
Mellow Mushroom
Leigh Moore
Kelly Moore-Roberts
Rosamond Myers
Michelle Nelson
Andrea Nelson
Michelle Nicholson
Oddstory Brewing Co. 
Maureen Orourke
Claire Overmyer
Paloma
Christina Pendergrass
Brandy Perone
Julie Piper
Julia Pond
Puckett’s Restaurant
Michael Ralston
Amelia Ribeiro
Brian Ribeiro
Ross Roberson

Ruth’s Chris Steakhouse 
Richard Saas
Samantha Samuels
Monica Sanchez
Patrice Schermerhorn
Elizabeth Schlick
Jason Shaw
Rob Shell
Raun Smith
Lucas Smith
Spring Hill Suites  
  Chattanooga 
  Downtown / 
  Cameron Harbor
Karyn Stanley
State of Confusion
Jan Stephenson
Kristen Stimmler
STIR
Beth Sullivan
TailGate Brewery
Carol Terry
The Chattanooga 
  Marriott
The Chattanoogan Hotel
The Dwell Hotel
The Edwin Hotel
The Grove Restaurant
The Moxy Chattanooga
The Read House
The Westin Chattanooga
Jill Thomas
Leila Vaughn
Velo Coffee
Mary West
Rea White
Whitebird
Mary Anne Williams
Veronica Williams
Wooden City
Jennifer Zuckerman

2025 Corporate 
Partners
The Tennessee Aquarium 
gratefully acknowledges 
the following 
corporations and partners 
who support our mission 
and enable us to make 
a meaningful difference 
to our community’s 
economic, educational, 
and environmental 
wellbeing

Ace Hardware
AEED
American Cruise Lines
Alt 98.7

Astec Industries
Athens Distributing 
  Company
Ben & Jerry’s 
  Chattanooga
Black Creek Living
Burger Republic
Coolidge National 
  Medal of Honor 
  Heritage Center
Chattanooga Coca-Cola 
  Bottling Company
Chattanooga Gas 
  Company
Chattanooga Land 
  Company
Chattanooga Times 
  Free Press
Chattanooga 
  Tourism Company
Children’s Hospital 
  of Erlanger
CommonSpirit– 
  Memorial Hospital
Culligan Water Systems
DoubleTree by 
  Hilton Chattanooga  
  Downtown
Eagle Mechanical
Electronic Controls
Embassy Suites by 
  Hilton Chattanooga 
  Hamilton Place
Empire Distributors
EPB Fiber Optics
First Horizon
Food City
Groove 93
Hilton Garden Inn 
  Chattanooga 
  Downtown
Hits 96
iSustain, Inc.
Komatsu America
KZ 106
Lawson Electric
Local 3 News
March Adams 
  & Associates
McKee Foods
Mellow Mushroom 
  Downtown 
  Chattanooga
Miller & Martin
Miller Industries
New Country 107.9
Oddstory Brewing Co.
Opella
Phoenix Air
Power 94
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United States 
  Forest Service
United States 
  Geological Survey
United Way of 
  Greater Chattanooga 
University of Georgia
University of Tennessee 
  at Chattanooga 
University of Tennessee 
  at Knoxville
Virginia Department 
  of Wildlife Resources
World Wildlife Fund

Our staff’s commitment 
to excellence is the 
primary reason our 
institution is among the 
most respected in the 
nation. We are grateful to 
the following employees 
who give over and above 
their daily service to 
support our mission.

Thom Benson
Peter Burman
Shannon Colbert
Corey Cobb
Mark Craven
Thom Demas
Gene Dwyer
Micheal Floyd
Dr. Anna George
Jamie Gross
Christian Keller, DVM 
Melanie King
Jill McCain
Julie Piper
Meredith Roberts
Natali Rodgers
Gordon Stalans
Mary Anne Williams
Andy Wood

FULL TIME STAFF 
25+ YEARS
Corey Cobb
Thomas Demas
Matthew Hamilton
Charles Hayslett
Juliana Henson
Sean Hill
De’Ronda Hubbard
Matthew Pitner
Laural Smith
Tina Stewart

Reagan Outdoor 
  Advertising
Regions Bank
River City Company
Signal Voice and Data
Siskin Steel & Supply
Snap Dragon Shop, LLC
Sonoco
SpringHill Suites by 
  Marriott Chattanooga 
  Downtown / 
  Cameron Harbor
Starr Mathews Insurance
Sunny 92.3
Talk Radio 102.3
Tennessee Department 
  of Environment 
  and Conservation
Tennessee Valley 
  Authority
Tennessee Valley 
Federal Credit Union
Tennessee Valley Public 
  Power Association
The Baldwin Group
The Edwin Hotel
The Johnson Group
The Read House 
  Hotel Chattanooga 
  Downtown
The Tennessee 
Conservationist
The Westin Chattanooga 
  Downtown
Truist
Unum
US 101
Vincit Group
Volkswagen Chattanooga
WDEF News 12
West Star Aviation
Whirlpool
Window World of 
  Chattanooga
WR Grace Foundation
WTCI
WTVC NewsChannel 9
98.1 The Lake 
105.5 Kiss 

The Tennessee Aquarium 
gratefully acknowledges 
the following grantmakers 
and partners.

American Water 
  Foundation
Aquarium & Zoo 
  Facilities Association 

Association of Zoos 
  & Aquariums 
Baylor School
Benwood Foundation 
Bledsoe County Soil 
  & Water District
Bloomberg 
  Philanthropies: 
  Sustainable Cities Fund
Columbus Zoo
Community 
  Foundation of 
  Greater Chattanooga
The Community  
  Foundation of 
  South Alabama
Conservation 
  Fisheries, Inc. 
Cooperative Ecosystem  
  Studies Units Network
Crabtree Farms of 
  Chattanooga
Footprint Foundation
Georgia Department 
  of Natural Resources
Girls Preparatory School 
Great Smoky Mountains 
  National Park
Hamilton County Soil 
  & Water District 
Hazel Montague 
  Hutcheson Foundation
Highway 153 
  Neighborhood 
  Walmart
Howard Foundation
Inform Evaluation 
  & Research
Institute of Museum 
  & Library Services 
Ivy Academy
Keep Soddy 
  Daisy Beautiful
The Land Trust for 
  Tennessee
Limestone Valley 
Resource Conservation 
and Development
Lyndhurst Foundation
Madagascar Fauna 
  & Flora Group
Marion County Soil 
  & Water District
Mohamed bin 
  Zayed Species 
  Conservation Fund
National Fish & 
  Wildlife Foundation 
National Oceanic 
  & Atmospheric 
  Administration

Natural Resources 
  Conservation Service
New Venture Fund: 
  Culture and 
  Climate Initiative
The Nature Conservancy
Open Space Institute
Org.one
Re:wild
Riverview Foundation
Robert Finley 
  Stone Foundation
Sewanee: University 
  of the South 
Southeast Aquatic 
  Resources Partnership
Southeast Tennessee 
  Development District
Southeast Tennessee 
Resource Conservation & 
  Development Council
Southeast Zoo Alliance 
  for Reproduction 
  & Conservation
Southface Institute
State of Tennessee 
Tashkent Zoo
Tennessee 
  American Water
Tennessee Department 
  of Agriculture 
Tennessee Department 
  of Environment and 
  Conservation
Tennessee Department 
  of Transportation
Tennessee River 
  Basin Network 
Tennessee Technological 
  University
Tennessee 
  Valley Authority
Tennessee Valley 
  Chapter of Wild Ones 
Tennessee Wildlife 
  Resources Agency 
TennGreen Land 
  Conservancy
Town of Spring City, TN
THRIVE Regional 
  Partnerships
Timber Investment 
  Resources
Trout Unlimited - 
  Appalachian Chapter 
United States 
  Department of 
  Agriculture
United States Fish & 
  Wildlife Service 

FULL TIME STAFF 
30+ YEARS
Danny Alexander
Peter Burman
Kevin Calhoon
Darleene Cole
Keira Conner
Mark Craven
Gene Dwyer, 
  retired Feb 2026
Rodney Fuller
Diane Hanson
Michael Harper
Christian Keller, DVM
Jill McCain
Mara-Lynne Payne
Randy Porter
Juie Piper, 
  retired Jan 2026
Todd Stailey, 
  retired Feb 2026
Gordon Stalans
Jeffrey Worley

Volunteers

20+ YEARS
Brian Akins
Steve Bamburg
Keith Barnes
Linda Black
Beth Brellenthin
Todd Burkhart
David Butler
Brenda Carson
Scott Chambley
Tim Chastain
Lisa Clayton
Jim Clemmer
Lisa Coble
Doug Cogswell
Shawn Coulter
Jeff Cunningham
Angela Dillard
Debbie Donohue
Lisa Fischer
Fran Hiestand
Mary Holland
Joan Hoskins
Mark Issenberg
Diana Jacobsen
Kelly Kirkland
Bev Kriewald
Kevin Martin
Bryan McConkey
Matt McLelland
Ruth McMahon
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Sue Minton
Marcia Murray
Greg Olivares
Leif Peterson
Joe Pope
Wanda Rodriguez
Susan Schott
Peter Sestak
Deborah Smith
Martha Summa- 
Chadwick
Wade Taylor
Rosemary Whitaker
Jackie Whitlock
Nancy Williams
Pete Winkler

ANIMAL KEEPER 
ASSISTANT
Christian Brewton
Alyx Cragle
Jaclyn Dennis
Rebecca Fulle
Christy Ha
Morgan Iverson
Karen Spence
Selenna Taylor

AQUARIST 
ASSISTANT
Lindsey Couch
Gracie Croyle
Ryan Dotson
Courtney Hampton
Aylis Jeavons
Ashley Kelly
Emma Kinkead
Reagan Madden
Alex Northrop
Tonya Retallack
Sarah Roberts
Selenna Taylor
Teagan Tobias

CONSERVATION 
AQUACULTURE
Jasmine Castellano
Jaclyn Dennis

CONSERVATION
James Burgess

CONSERVATION 
RESEARCH
Mackenzi Hallmark
Hope Klug

DIVER
Kevin Akard
Brian Akins

Tracy Allen
Bill Allen
Besty Archer
Todd Arrants
Melissa Ash
Anne Atkinson
Dan Backlund
John Baldwin
Bentley Bamburg
Steve Bamburg
Kelly Barkwell
Richard Barnes
Keith Barnes
Jason Bevil
Linda Black
Caitlin Borey
Kathy Bougie
Barry Bullard
Kevin Bunch
Todd Burkhart
David Butler
Benjamin Chambers
Howard Charnell
Tim Chastain
Heather Christenson
Greg Clements
Jim Clemmer
Lisa Coble
Doug Cogswell
Eddie Cota
Shawn Coulter
Mary Beth Crook
Robert Crook
Jon Culver
Jeff Cunningham
Marie Dement
Jeffrey Duncan
Buddy Edging
Karen Estes
Veronica Fallin
Frank Feather
Bernie Flank
Greg Foster
Nicky Freitas Thedin
April Gardner
Alan Gilbert
John Gildernew
Lois Gildernew
Marshall Gladish
Terry Gruber
Randy Haines
Sarah Hefner
Michael Hooper
Wendy Hooper
Jerry Johnson
Lauren Johnson
Mike Johnson
Shay Johnson
Michael Jones

Christopher Kay
Kelly Kirkland
Randy Laszewski
John LaVoy
Jon Law
Cassidy Lemons
Megan Lott
Tim Lott
Rob MacDonald
Jeff Marcinek
Victor Marquez
Kevin Martin
Jere Matty
Bryan McConkey
Marissa McConkey
Adam McDaniel
Tree McEver
Susan McElhannon
Travis McKie-Voerste
Matt McLelland
Sarah McMahon
Michael McNair
Michael Miller
Roy Miller
Sue Minton
Will Mitchum
Marcia Murray
Lorye Nichols
Mark Norwood
Greg Olivares
Doug Overdeer
Perry Payne
Leif Peterson
Mike Poe
Joe Pope, Jr
Tony Porter
Tish Pritchett
Chris Rice
C. J. Rice
Robin Rice
Ed Ripley
Sarah Roberts
Nelson Rodriguez
Wanda Rodriguez
Alex Rosser
Jonathan Rudolph
Amy Ruta
Bob Scire
Peter Sestak
Haley Shealy
Melody Shekari
Lisa Shier
William Sisk
Bernadette Slater
Graham Slater
Deborah Smith
Bo Smith
Stephanie Stanton
Phil Stich

Tim Tanner
Wade Taylor
Rebecca Thomas
Jerry Thompson
George Tomlinson
Jason Turner
Al Underbrink
Craig Walker
John Walker
Andrew West
Jackie Whitlock
Ann Williams
Craig Williams
Mike Wilson
Pete Winkler
Savannah Winstead
Vonda Wooten
Robert Zielke

DIVE SUPPORT
Joe Pope
Martha Summa- 
  Chadwich

EDUCATION
Annette Ahart
Paul Bakker
Cami Baldivid
George Bartnik
Teddy Batanghari
Chip Bell
Bowie Brown
Haley Buckner
Alison Chimley
Eli Collis
Thomas Culbertson
Joe D’Agostino
Doris Dantes
Audrey Darnbush
Debbie Donohue
Cori Frost
Denise Gammel
Mary Gardner
Ann Giebert
Laurie Harrison
Joan Hoskins
Lea Iodice
Diana Jacobsen
Adrianna Jiosa
Rob Johnson
Taylor Katherman
Dave Kittle
JoAnne Kittle
Minh Le
Jenn Lehman
Jonah Matukewitz
Anna Claire Mayo
Tree McEver
Amber Mong

Ros Myers
Peggy Mynatt
Keanna Nimpchai- 
manatham
Eric Ray
Christine Rocque
Ray Rocque
Beverly Sanders
Dean Sanders
Rebecca Sanders
Mckinleigh Simmons
Jenna Voiles
Dan Watch
Kent Webb
Bella Whitney
Bug Williams
Grace Williams
Shelly Wilson
Sophia Wittig

EDUCATION 
MENTORS
Chip Bell
Laurie Harrison
Jenn Lehman
Ros Myers
Peggy Mynatt
Dean Sanders
Rebecca Sanders
Kent Webb

FOOD PREP CHEF
Jennifer Avery
Beth Brellenthin
Rachel Bush
Lisa Clayton
Linda Colman
Beth Estlick
Ed Gaddis Jr.
Ann Giebert
Phyllis McAdams
Van McAdams
Dan Watch
Deb Williams
Jamie Wilson

GUEST AMBASSADOR
Rommil Beri
Tiffany Bible
Jude Carpenter
Cameron Cody
Nived Gathe
Emily Haluzikova
Dalaney Keener
Izzy Martin
Shellie Sylla
Nina Vassiliev
Mikhail Vassiliev
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HERPETOLOGY
Sharon Klein
Colton Pankau

HORTICULTURE
Cami Baldivid
Cameron Baty
John Brearley
Beth Brellenthin
Scott Chambley
Chris Chappell
Lisa Fischer
Phillip Fuller
Susan Garrett
Regina Gee
Kay Hagaman
Alicia Hamilton
Ginny Hardison
Kurt Hasley
Fran Hiestand
Susan Holden
Mary Holland
Mark Issenberg
Fort Jones
Bev Kriewald
Trieu Le
Andrew London
Ruth McMahon
John Miller
Linda Miller
Erin Moyes
Betsi Pryor
Richard Ralston, III
Jenny Roland
Christine Schneider
Susan Schott
Charlene Simmons
Louis Spencer
Jerry Steiner
Sharon Steiner
Daniel Stubblefield
Bonnie Wassin
Rosemary Whitaker
Nancy Williams

HUSBANDRY
Margaret Bennett
D’lyn Keiser

LSS VOLUNTEER
Chris DiNicolantonio
Hunter Friederichsen
Sierra Jackson
Trevor Johnson
Toni Moore

MEMBERSHIP OFFICE
Brenda Carson

PENGUINS
Tori Bates
Arjun Bery
Eli Burgess
Linda Colman
Paul Colman
Jane Corn
Angela Dillard
Cooper Dutton
Amy Graves
Michelle Henderson
Nick Henderson
Taylor Hixson
Morgan Iverson
Jenna Lyons
Savannah Pinchot
Ana Rico
Karen Spence

REGISTRAR OFFICE
Lotneice Hinton
Jeff Riehl

VETERINARY EXTERN
Isabel Correia
Leah Owens
Emily Stoker
Steph Yopp

YOUTH VOLUNTEER
Kaitlyn Adams
Abigail Anderson
Rommil Beri
Jillian Brown
Ananya Chakraborty
Jaelan Craig
Stella Gann
Liam Haddigan
Esther Johnson
Dalaney Keener
Alex Leach
Eliot Long
Hailey May
Anna Claire Mayo
Lucy McFann
Darah Moreland
Eric Ray
Sophie Self
Keely Simmons
Mckinleigh Simmons
Nina Vassilev
Grace Williams
Grayson Wilson

EMERITUS
Ed Adams
Beth Anthony
*Jerry Bowman
O’Neil Burton
Sandy Caldwell
Bill Caldwell
Marion Cook
Tony Dwornitski
Donna Faulkner
Iola Fulgham
*Bill Godsey, Jr.
Sibyl Gore
Gwen Harris
Marty Hershey
Li-Hwa Huang
Douglas Jack
Charles Jennings
Judy Leach
Jim Lewis
Joyce Lewis
Elizabeth Monson
Don Priddy
Eva Rock
Crystal Rymer
Sandra Standefer
Clifton Tinkham
Zelta Tinkham
Katherine Whiddon
Nan Williams
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Planned gifts help ensure a world-class Aquarium experience for future generations  
to enjoy. To learn more about joining The Watershed Society,  

contact Melanie King at 423-785-4038.

CELEBRATING 25 YEARS OF LAKE STURGEON RELEASES


